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AS EDWARD IV. and his handful of friends made their way across the eastern
counties, fleeing from the wrath of the returned Warwick and his Lancastrian
allies in 1470, his queen, heavy with child, sought the protection of the Church ;
and in the Sanctuary at Westminster on 2nd or 3rd November she was delivered
of a son, who without fuss or ceremony was named Edward. On recovering the
throne in the following year Edward IV, created the baby Prince of Wales:
parliament was promptly asked to recognise him as the heir to the throne,
and the Lords swore that he should become king when his father was dead.
Foremost among those to take this solemn oath was Gloucester, the baby prince's
uncle ; and subsequently he was appointed a member of the princely council
set up to manage the young Edward's affairs. Honours were showered upon
the future king ; and every precaution was taken to ensure that his succession
would not be challenged.

Edward IV. had reckoned without his brother Gloucester. Within three
weeks of Edward V.'s accession this uncle had shown his hand. Swiftly the
power of the Wydvilles was broken: they were hated by the old nobility,
perhaps because they were cultured and clever; by Gloucester, because they
would defend with their lives the young king. Edward was thereupon taken
to the Tower, Gloucester all the time protesting that he was honourably lodged
there ; and his dissimulation was so skilfully done that the country offered no
resistance to his nefarious plans. It was at Gloucester's instigation that Arch-
bishop Thomas Bouchier waited upon the queen mother in the Sanctuary at
Westminster to persuade her to allow her younger son Richard to go to the Tower
to keep the young king company ; and when this was done the stage was neatly
set for the drama of the wicked uncle's usurpation.

On 22nd June, preaching from the text, " bastard slips shall not take deep
root/' a certain Dr Shaw at Paul's Cross declared that Edward IV.'s children
by Elizabeth Wydville were bastards on the ground that their father in his early
youth has been betrothed to Eleanor Talbot, daughter of " the old Earl of
Shrewsbury; " and the preacher thereupon went on to say that they " were
not rightful inheritors unto the crown, but that the Duke of Gloucester's title
was better than theirs." Two days later Henry Stafford, Duke of Buckingham,
told the same tale to an assembly of Londoners in the Guildhall; but his words
were coldly received; and the only acclamation which greeted them came
from supporters drafted into the meeting for that purpose. On the 25th a
parliament, which was not representative of the nation, invalidated Edward IV.'s
marriage, and voted that the crown should be offered to Gloucester. With
feigned reluctance he accepted the honour (26th June) : the brief reign of
Edward V* was over. Some time during that summer Edward and his brother
Richard were murdered, and their bodies were buried at the foot of the staircase
in the White Tower.